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U.S. team begins collecting, testing spy 
dust samples in Moscow 

Bv Anfj»m PUHIo n . . 


By Antero Pietila 
Mowxw Bureau of The Sun 

MOSCOW A of (J.S. ex- 
perts yesterday began collecting 
samples to determine how widely 
chemical trackers may have been 

used on American personnel here. 

Meanwhile In Washfa^ton. a con- 
gressman said that the State Depart- 
ment has strong Indications' that 
spy dust may have been used by So- 
viet agents In the United States as 
wefl and that the persons most af- 
fected by the passible health hazard 

of the powder were not the Ameri- 
can targets tut the Soviet trackers. 

Tve been ghren a blank check to 
tnvadgtie th*T the team's leader, 
*• Ernest McConnell, told a meet> 

of American residents in Mai> 
caw. . 

Pledging to ‘leave no door un- 
opened.* me m bers of the four- per- 
son team said they would spend be- 
tween one and two weeks In Moscow 
and Leningrad, taking samples from 
the homes, offices and vehicles of 
American diplomats and Journalists. 

A decision to send the Investiga- 
tive team waa made after the State 
STAT Department charged a week ago that 
the KGB had used a possibly can- 
cer-causing chemical known as nl- 
trophenoi-pentadlene to monitor the 
movements of Americans and their 
Soviet contacts. 

Soviet authorities categorically 
deny the charge. 

The team of experts from the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health and the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
arrived here late yesterday, equipped 
with a Polaroid camera. 530 vials. 


and hundreds of jars and traah bags 

to collect the samples. 

Dr. McConnell said Initial an- 
swers"' about the extent of the spy 
dust use — and potential health 
hazards — should "be at hand.* 

Richard Combs, the U.S. charge 
d’affaires, said the only way the 
Americana know to detect tike spy 
dust — a white-yellowish substance 
that resembles roach powder — is 
through a mass spectrograph. 

“There's got to be another way.* 
he said, because the KGB could not 
be expected to use a spectrqmaph, a 
computer-enhanced lnstnjSnt so 
bulky and expensive that even the 

probe team (*i pot bring one in. 

U.S. officials- have not revealed 
how they learned about the alleged 
KGB use of the apy dust ow Ameri- 
cans. :‘y. , 

\V** 

Members of the probe team said 
yesterday that It was fair to assume 
that much of the alleged spy dust 
would by now have been removed 
from the cars and homes of the 
Americans. At the same time, they 
said they did not know exactly what 
the removal techniques were. 

There are Indications it has beer 
used outside Moscow, in the Unitec 
States," Representative Daniel A 
Mica, D-Fla., chairman of the Hous< 
Foreign Affairs Internationa 
operatkms subcommittee, told a 
news conference. “1 have been told 
there is one highly possible use in 
the United States." 

He said the State Department did 
not give him any details of where 
and when the chemical may have 
been used and far whai reason. 

IMgSkt that the only reason the 


United States discovered this spring 
that the Soviets had begun to use 
the tracking substance heavily was 
that the Soviets "made a mistake" 
and applied so much of the chemical 
at an unidentified site that the pow- 
der became visible. 

Mr. Mica said he was told yester- 
day by Dr. Charles Brodlne. the 
State Department’s chief medical 
adviser, that there Is a ‘Very low 
probability" that the health of any 
l£S. personnel in Moscow has been 

adversely affected by ingesting or in- 
haling the substance or by absorb- 
ing It through the akin. 

The bad news la that the individ- 
uals at highest risk would be the So- 
viet agents that have been applying 
this substance, apparently in the 
J&nauof an aerosol," he a«l&. 
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